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Strategic Communications Training to Prevent Adolescent Dating Abuse

Monday, January 9, 2017 - 9:00am-3:30pm

Sacramento, CA - Hilton Sacramento Arden West

During this training, participants learn to: 

 Identify how adolescent dating abuse is currently framed in news coverage, and the challenges and 

opportunities of that coverage

 Describe how strategy and framing can work together to prevent adolescent dating abuse

 Develop effective messages about preventing adolescent dating abuse 

 Practice responding effectively to tough questions about adolescent dating abuse.
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Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month 2016

Laurel Freeman
Prevention Supervisor
Children & Youth Services Division
LFreeman@c4dp.org

mailto:LFreeman@c4dp.org


MAYA (Marin Against Youth Abuse) 

Committee – October 2016

• Youth-led advisory and action committee created 

to address teen dating abuse from a peer 

prevention model.

• Partnership with Huckleberry Youth Programs.

• 25 teen participants from 11 high schools

• 4 interns from 2 colleges



Purple Shoe Campaign – DVAM 2015 & 2016

Raising awareness of domestic violence and its 

impact on children





C4DP collected worn out (too worn to donate to Goodwill) 

children’s  shoes from the community through outreach to 

mothers’ clubs, schools, and parent groups. This campaign 

brought in new community partners and new donors. 



Donated shoes were painted purple and used to create 

art installations that were displayed in the community.   

Installations sites included the Family Violence Summit, 

the Marin County Civic Center, San Rafael Public Library, 

and Dominican University. 



Purple Shoe Campaign & DVAM at 

Dominican University

 Student interns created purple shoe installations 

around campus along with facts about domestic 

violence and its impact on children.

 Interns and Penguins for Peace student club 

members created a domestic violence awareness 

week with 4 days of activities, including several 

days of tabling, a self-dense class, and a 

documentary night.



Prevention & Outreach at Dominican University



Day of the Dead 

Memorial for DV 

Homicide Victims 

A C4DP tradition started in 

2001 that has grown to 75+ 

attendees, including 

survivors, family members, 

police officers, staff from 

the District Attorney’s office 

and community partners. 



Day of the Dead Memorial 

 The event is hosted by Voces de Cambio, a multicultural and bilingual 
English/ Spanish group of survivors who want to be agents of change 
in their community. 

 C4DP helps coordinate and support their efforts, which include 
prevention work year-round at health fairs, local events, and as peer 
counselors. 

 Voces de Cambio and C4DP staff members build the altar, and lead a 
ceremonial “reading of the names” of Bay Area victims of domestic 
violence homicide. The ceremony is conducted in Spanish and 
translated into English for non-Spanish speaking attendees. 

 Throughout the year C4DP staff scan local newspapers and crime 
reports and keep a list of DV homicide victims in the Bay Area. This 
allows us to know what is happening on a local level and bring to light 
those deaths that may otherwise not be recognized as being DV 
related.





Youth Participation in Day of the Dead 

Events

 MAYA members created individual sugar skull memorials 

for victims. Victims’ names and a brief synopsis of the 

incidents were read aloud in a MAYA meeting to help youth 

better understand the reality of DV homicide. 

 C4DP staff led a training and discussion of the statistics 

and issues related to DV homicides, as well as factors that 

increase lethality. The importance of safety planning and 

connecting victims to shelter and support was also 

discussed.  

 The sugar skull memorials were displayed at C4DP’s Day of 

the Dead event, and as a part of student created altars in 

several high schools and at College of Marin. 



Sugar Skull Memorials





Altars in High Schools



College of Marin



Questions?



Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month Activities 

2016

mailto:jponce@laurashouse.org


Laura’s House H.E.A.R.T. high 

school clubs raised awareness 

about domestic violence and teen 

dating violence on their 

campuses. Hundreds of  students 

joined Laura’s 

House/H.E.A.R.T. high school 

clubs this October. Awareness 

campaigns included purple 

ribbon activities, purple shirt day 

and clothing drives.

The H.E.A.R.T. school club at 

Cypress High School held a clothing 

drive during the month of  October. 

Students donated clothing for the 

Laura’s House Resale Store. The 

Cypress High School H.E.A.R.T. 

club leader also wrote a newspaper 

article for the school newspaper, 

raising awareness about domestic 

violence and teen dating violence. 



The Prevention Education Specialist Team raised 

awareness about domestic violence and Laura’s House 

resources at Kaiser Permanente’s 4th Annual Healthy 

Relationships, Healthy Families Fair.



The Prevention Education Specialist Team partnered 

with Laura’s House Resale Store staff  to raise 

awareness about teen dating violence, the Healthy 

Emotions and Attitudes and Relationships Today 

(H.E.A.R.T.) program and volunteer opportunities at 

a National Charity League Philanthropy Fair.



The Prevention 
Education 
Specialist Team 
spread the word 
about domestic 
violence and 
Laura’s House 
services at a Title 
IX Event at 
Santiago Canyon 
College.



The prevention education specialist team facilitated healthy emotions 

and attitudes in relationships today (H.E.A.R.T.) presentations at 

various high schools, colleges and organizations throughout Orange 

County. This youth outreach program focuses on raising awareness 

about teen dating violence and Laura's House resources. 

The Prevention Education Specialist Team raised awareness about domestic 

violence and Laura’s House resources at the Diocesan Domestic Violence 

Forum.





Jessica Reynaga, MSW
Community Education Manager

jreynaga@humanoptions.org

mailto:funddevelopment@humanoptions.org
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Teens
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LHS V.I.P. Club 

WATCH

CREATE

SHARE

Lori Watson
VIP Program Coordinator
Prevention Educator
lfsvip@lassenfamilyservices.org



What is VIP

• The VIP- Violence Intervention Prevention Club is a program that was 
developed to decrease violence amongst teens and pre-teens. It is 
comprised of students from Lassen County High Schools that are 
trained as advocates against bullying, domestic violence, teen dating 
violence, sexual assault, and suicide prevention. Every year, 
presentations are given to local schools to raise awareness and 
educate students on these issues. We recruit teens that are 
passionate, committed and enthusiastic about being part of this peer 
led program to help make a difference.



Club meetings in the drama room

Is there more 
pizza?



Poster campaign for 
Dating Violence Awareness Month



Freshman Gala

Your girlfriend 
already signed up



Lassen Family Services Walk a Mile Event 
Taking a Stand against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

Changing the face 
of awareness



Lassen Family Services Walk a Mile Event 
Taking a Stand against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault



Lassen Family Services Walk a Mile Event 
Taking a Stand against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

Ummmm…..
Prevention?

Giving back 
to the 

community



Lassen Family Services Walk a Mile Event 
Taking a Stand against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

I must 
twirl!!!

Follow 
your bliss



Life Skills Leadership Retreat

Burney Falls



Life Skills Leadership Retreat

Radio Game 
Skits



Life Skills Leadership Retreat

Y’all are 
cheatin’

Cut-throat UNO

Did someone 
drop a card?



Life Skills Leadership Retreat

Left!  Right!
Finding Balance



Life Skills Leadership Retreat

Fish

What if they 
fall in?

The girls are 
looking.  

Don’t fall in!

Can we go 
swimming?



Life Skills Leadership Retreat

Deep thoughts 
around the 

campfire



2015/16 V.I.P. Club Project

Anti-Bullying Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dx6Ku6oQ4e4&feature=youtu.be




















Together we’re stronger
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