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Iõd like to take timeto

acknowledge we are in DVAM 

and to honor those impacted by 

DV. Today we will also discuss 

trauma, which may bring activate 

our survival responses and call us 

to remember what we intentionally 

try to forget. Please do whatever 

you need to do to take care of 

yourself while respecting the needs 

and safety of others in this space. 



Priceless Incite LLC.

u The Mission of Priceless Incite is to uplift the 
experiences of Black women & girls and gender 
expansive youth who are impacted by gender -
based violence, through community -based 
prevention, intervention and development.

u We value

u Community Accountability

u Transformation over Transactions

u Direct Action Organizing

u Centering those most impacted

u Transforming the way we speak about harm

u Mobile Service Delivery

u All forms of Gender Based Violence: HT, DV, TDV, 
SV, etc.



How we will spend our time together: 

Work to deepen our understanding of the experiences 

and needs of youth impacted by zero tolerance policies. 

Explore what preventionist across the country are doing to 
support youth in their healing process.

We will examine the impact of the school to prison 
pipeline.

Examine the lived and inherited experiences of youth in 
the school to prison pipeline.



A Call to 

Remember
THINK OF A TIME



A Snapshot of 

Youth Today

u Culture

u Community

u Family

u Trauma

u School

u Society

u Covid -19 

u Social Media 



A Review of Trauma

u Acute trauma a one -time event, such as an earthquake, fire, assault, or car accident. 

u Chronic trauma traumatic experiences that are repeated and prolonged, such as ongoing 
exposure to family or community violence, chronic bullying, or a long -term medical issue. 

u Complex trauma Complex trauma describes both childrenõs exposure to multiple traumatic 
eventsñoften of an invasive, interpersonal nature ñand the wide -ranging, long -term effects of 
this exposure. Examples include abuse and neglect within families, witnessing domestic 
violence, or experiencing other forms of violence or adversity without adequate adult support. 

u Continuous/Historical trauma collective and cumulative trauma experienced by a group 
across generations that are still suffering the effects. This includes discrimination, violence, and 
racial or race -based trauma (experiences of racially driven discrimination, harassment, and 
systemic oppression).

u Secondary Trauma Trauma -related stress reactions and symptoms resulting from exposure to 
another individualõs traumatic experiences, rather than from exposure directly to a traumatic 
event. Sec ondary trauma can occur among behavioral health service providers across all 
behavioral health settings and among all professionals who provide services to those who have 
experienced trauma (e.g., healthcare providers, peer counselors, first responders, clergy, intake 
workers). 



Interpreted 

behavior

Through a trauma lens

Manipulative Depending on old survival techniques to have needs met. 

Doing whatever is necessary to survive

Lazy Overwhelmed, lacking skills to complete tasks or make 

decision. Stuck and internalizing shame and self loathing

Resistant Scared to make progress & lose everything. Mistrustful based on 

hx of trauma.

Disrespectful Feeling threatened/unsafe

Attention seeking Seeking connection, feeling disconnected, alone

Unmotivated Depressed, fearful, overwhelmed, frozen

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/sites/default/files/Trauma_101_Activity_Packet.pdf

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/sites/default/files/Trauma_101_Activity_Packet.pdf


A Call to Remember

Can you think of a time 
when you, a family, friend, 

a student, etc.has 
described 

aforementioned 
symptoms?

Did you associate it with 
trauma, with survival?

Did you think of how you 
could reduce those 

symptoms?



Break
5 MINUTE BREAK



Pipelines

u The School -to-Prison Pipeline refers to the school policies and procedures that drive many of our 
nationõs school children into a pathway that begins in school and ends in the criminal justice 
system. 

u Sexual Abuse to Prison Pipeline is when girlsõ behavioral reaction to sexual abuse and trauma is 
criminalized. 

u Deportation to Prison Pipeline once a child is arrested, their fingerprints are taken and entered 
into a database that ICE can access. This could lead to ICE issuing an immigration detainer or 
hold (a request from ICE to local law enforcement to tell them when the child is to be released 
or keep the child in custody longer so ICE can detain them), or the local probation department 
could affirmatively refer the child to ICE. In California, prior to a 2016 clarification of state 
confidentiality laws, it was common for probation departments to refer youth to ICE

u Foster Care to Prison Pipeline describes the practices and policies that funnel young people from 
the child welfare system into the criminal justice system.

https://www.adl.org/education/educator -resources/lesson -plans/what -is-the -school -to -prison-pipeline

https://www.adl.org/education/educator-resources/lesson-plans/what-is-the-school-to-prison-pipeline


Who is impacted?

Black (girls, boys, gender expansive youth)

Indigenous (girls, boys, and gender expansive youth)

Latinx (girls, boys and gender expansive youth)

Students with disabilities

LGBTQ students

Runaway & Homeless students

Other students pushed to the margins

https://www.aclu.org/news/disability -rights/safe -and -healthy -schools -lead -with -support -not -police

https://www.aclu.org/news/disability-rights/safe-and-healthy-schools-lead-with-support-not-police


What doesnõt work vs. What works

u Schools that received federal funding to hire more police actually 
experienced a decrease in graduation rates, while those that employed 
more mental health providers saw improved student engagement and 
graduation rates.

u Schools that used other types of supports , including restorative and 
trauma -informed practices, saw beneficial results , including reduced 
disciplinary incidents, suspensions, dropouts, and expulsions. 

u Investing in mental health resources, support personnel, and interventions 
that promote positive student interactions can make schools safer and 
healthier learning environments , while also helping to combat the 
discriminatory school -to -prison pipeline that targets students of color and 
students with disabilities.

https://www.aclu.org/news/disability -rights/safe -and -healthy -schools -lead -with -support -not -police

https://www.aclu.org/news/disability-rights/safe-and-healthy-schools-lead-with-support-not-police


òEither way, when the culture of a 
corporation, nonprofit, university, 
government, church, sports program, school, 
or family mandates that it is more important 
to protect the reputation of that system and 
those in power than it is to protect the basic 
humanity and dignity of individuals or 
communities, you can be certain of the 
following problems:

uShame is systemic.

uComplicity is part of the culture.

uMoney and power trump ethics.

uAccountability is dead.

uControl and fear are management tools.

uAnd there is a trail of devastation and 
pain.ó -

-Brene Brown


