
CAMPUS CULTURE CAN PREVENT OR PROMOTE SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Campus culture that supports respect and consent

Campus culture that permits and promotes sexual violence

Beliefs + Actions
Survivors blame selves

Individual acts of 
violence and discrimination

Beliefs + Actions

Interrupting culture of 
violence

Consent is the norm

In
di

vi
du

al

Peer Culture

Peer Culture

Increased reporting 
of sexual violence

Everyone recognizes
         their role in ending 
                     sexual violence

   Focus on
     perpetrators
        of violence

    Fear of 
  speaking 
out

Recrimination 
       against survivors 
          + interveners

In
te

rp
er

so
na

l

     Bystanders 
 empowered
  to act

                   Alcohol as 
              excuse for
sexual violence

Silence of 
   peers, 
    alums, 
       parents, 
          + admin     Victim-

blaming

Campus Community Norms

Campus Community Norms

              Survivors 
      supported 
+ believed

Social support 
    for change

Students
     create safe 
          party spaces

       Rape 
   myths
busted

 Protection 
   of + collusion 
      with (some) 
         perpetrators 
             of violence 

Women’s 
  value based 
       on sexual 
              desirability

          Belief in + 
     promotion 
of rape myths

                Heteronormative 
    white male privilege
        + entitlement

     Hyper- 
    masculine
   peer  
culture

Co
m

m
un

ity
 

   Intersectional 
       discussion of 
          inequality  
            + privileges

Comprehensive
 prevention education
    + survivor resources

Institutional Practices

                 Denial +
            minimization 

      Systemic and 
individual accountability
for sexual violence

Accurate & 
      transparent 
            monitoring 
                  of scope of 
                      sexual 
                           violence

 Impunity or
   inadequate 
      sanctions 
      for sexual 
         violence

Little (to no)
   accountability

                    Lack of 
                accuracy + 
            transparency 
        re: scope of 
sexual violence

    Inadequate 
  conduct 
policies

In
st

it
ut

io
na

l

      Healthy 
 relationship/ 
sex ed

Institutional Practices

Reporting 
    process often
         retraumatizes 
               survivors

               E�ective 
                  student 
                    conduct 
                      policies

           Respect for
       all gender 
    + other 
identities

Inadequate
  resources

This graphic is not meant to be all-inclusive or exhaustive, but a mapping of key cultural factors relating to 
campus sexual violence. Sexual violence can be committed by anyone and committed against anyone, regardless 
of gender identity, sexual orientation, age, race, immigration status, or any other identity. A key component of 
addressing sexual violence is culture change - identifying and transforming those cultural norms that promote 
sexual violence to norms that prevent and interrupt it in order to make us all safer. 


